FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
Revolution had turned Taine into a Maistrian worshipper of the
ancien regime. The first volumes of his history of the Revolution
are taken up with a relentless analysis of its weaknesses,
its abuses, its failures. So devastating is the picture that on
reaching the end of the book the inevitability of revolution
stares us in the face; it is in fact foretold by all dispassionate
observers, and the question is not " whether " but " how."
Taine's quarrel with the Revolution is essentially that " the
ancien regime had to be abolished but that the work should
have been done on English or German lines, a la Locke or a la
Stein," without the absurd declarations of Popular Sovereignty.1
The real trouble with Taine's conclusions is that they prove
too much. "According to you," wrote Professor Monod to
him in February 1878, " the ancien regime^ the Revolution, the
Empire were all fiascos, which explains why we now mark
time in the mud. Granted—but if it is all as bad as that, how is
it we are still alive now? Surely,-if everything in the old order
was really as rotten as you make out, no mere tinkering reforms
could be of any avail." " Further," says M. Lacombe in his
interesting essay, " it is a fact that the general evolution of
Europe is very like that of France—whence it would seem that
those who led French policy, their eyes fixed on man in general
more than on the Frenchmen of their own day, were not so
very mistaken after all as to the essential factors, the needs, the
desires of that man, nor'departed so very completely from the
common sense of mankind."
The fault of Taine was in fact not only to isolate within the
Revolution certain facts that suited his thesis, but to isolate
the Revolution itself from the rest of the world. He forgot that
forty years before it broke out Rousseau saw all over Europe
the symptoms of approaching collapse, and wondered not
whether, or even when, but particularly where revolution
would first break out; that, to quote a contemporary observer,
Rabaut de Saint-Etienne, " the Revolution was the product of
an enlightenment which had penetrated deeper in France than
in any country, in all classes of society." 2
1	Same letter (Corr+, iv., p. 126).
2	See Sorel, UEurope et la Revolution/ran$aise, vol. I.
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